
Our Region 8 VP, Don       

Goldmann has set up a Yahoo 

Group for us to share          

information with other chapters 

in our region. You can access it 

from www.yahoo.com by click-

ing on groups and searching for    

NAHURegion8, if you do not 

already have a Yahoo account, 

it is very easy to set up and is 

free. 

This is a great way to keep in 

touch with members     

throughout region 8 and share 

ideas. Let everyone know how 

great your last event was and 

post pictures. There are also 

discussion boards to help each 

other answer some of the 

tough questions. 

Bottom line, this is a great way 

to keep in touch and it is free. 

Log in today and join the NAHU 

Region 8 group at yahoo.com. 

Have you seen our new I-Group?  

What’s going on in Olympia? 

Being in the middle of an   

election cycle, not much new is 

going on in Olympia. Don’t 

forget to vote. 

There was a recent develop-

ment in San Francisco that 

could possible have an impact 

on us here. The Ninth Circuit 

Court of Appeals upheld the 

City of San Franciscoôs Health 

Care Security Ordinance that 

went into effect January 1, 

2008 requiring employers to 

provide a minimum level of 

health coverage or pay the city 

for health care expenditures.  

Given the apparent conflict 

between this decision and the 

4th circuitôs opinion in the 

Fielder  case, a request for a 

hearing by the Supreme court 

is expected. 

Thank you to Mel Sorenson for 

the update from the 9th Circuit 

court. 
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We are a treasure to our clients. 

Donôt let the legislators steal us 

away from them. 

WAHU is the proud new owner of the Silver Seal Award. 

Congratulations to all who made this possible! 

http://www.yahoo.com/


What’s going on around the state? 

and to the meeting room with 

the Olympic Torch. She then 

made her grand entrance with 

an Olympic Torch at the back of 

the auditorium as the video 

ended. The program included 

six continuing education credits 

for both OR and WA residents, 

two of which were for Ethics. 

All of the presenters were ex-

cellent, but special thanks have 

to go to Bill Perkins, Northwest 

Marketing Resources, for doing 

two hours of Ethics CE       

immediately after lunch. He 

turned, what could have been a 

real snoozer, into an excellent 

presentation.  

Our next general membership 

meeting will be held in early  

December. 

- Laron Thompson  

Spokane 

Spokane AHU is having a wine 

tasting on October 20th. Join 

us for a chance to    sample 

award winning wine, enjoy 

some hor dôoeuvres and visit 

with the local legislators WAHU 

supported. We are meeting 

from 5:00-7:00 at the Grande 

Ronde Cellars below Peterôs 

and Sons on the corner of 2nd 

and Lincoln downtown. The 

cost is $5 per person. Call 

Kathy Yates at (509) 228-6008 

to confirm your attendance. 

Tri-County 

On Wednesday, September 24, 

the Tri-County AHU held the 

15th annual Fall Education 

Symposium at the Vancouver 

Hilton. There were             

approximately 70 agents,   

brokers, employers and health 

plan representatives in        

attendance. See the photo  

section of the Region 8 NAHU 

on Yahoo Groups for some  

photographs. 

The theme was an Olympics 

related ñGo for the Goldò and 

the opening segment was a 

video showing a supposedly 

late Symposium Chair, Melody 

Ortiz, running through the hotel 
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Let’s visit our neighbors 

TCAHU Symposium A Note from the HIP 

The new Health Insurance 

Partnership (HIP) program will 

benefit you and your small 

business clients. The HIP   

provides Washington small 

businesses access to quality 

health insurance coverage with 

a lower employer contribution 

than in the traditional small 

group health insurance     

market. The HIP also offers a 

premium subsidy to eligible 

employees, based on their 

family income. 

Eligible small employers are 

those who have 2-50        

employees, a majority of 

workers who earn $10/hour or 

less, and who do not currently 

offer health insurance       

coverage to their employees. 

The HIP offers several health 

benefit plans, all of which are 

currently offered in the small 

group market, with a wide 

range of benefits. Small    

business owners may choose 

from a range of                

comprehensive benefits to 

high deductible health plans, 

depending on the needs of 

their group. 

HIP Benefits for Brokers: 

An opportunity to grow 

your businesses. This unique 

product provides options to 

those businesses that might 

not have been previously able 

to consider purchasing health 

insurance through the small 

group market. 

A simplified administrative 

process makes it easy for 

small businesses to enroll and 

begin coverage. 

Training opportunities 

throughout the state will   

ensure you fully understand 

the programôs value and    

requirements. 

In October and November 

2008, the HCA will offer HIP 

training to interested brokers. 

Any producer who attends the 

training will be added to our 

list of "HIP-preferred"      

brokers. We will also list your 

contact information on our 

website, and refer you to 

interested small businesses 

throughout the state. 

The HIP will begin accepting 

applications on January 1, 

2009, for coverage starting 

March 1, 2009. Go to 

www.hip.hca.wa.gov to sign 

up for a training session near 

you, and prepare to enroll 

small businesses that can 

benefit from the HIP. 

Heather Masters                      

Communications Officer           

Health Insurance Partnership 

 

Donôt forget to sign up for 

your HIP training. 

Working to keep you    

In The Loop 

http://www.hip.hca.wa.gov/training.html
http://www.hip.hca.wa.gov/training.html


It is that time of year again. 

Time for our children to don the 

costume and go searching for 

sweet treats from our 

neighbors. Have you ever   

wondered where our traditions 

come from? Check out some of 

these ñFun Factsò about      

Halloween: 

- Halloween, referred to as All 

Hallows Eve, was originally a 

pagan holiday in which they 

honored the dead. It was    

celebrated on October 31st, the 

last day of the Celtic calendar. 

- The Jack-O-Lantern tradition 

comes from an old Irish folk 

tale about a man named Stingy 

Jack. It was said that he was 

unable to get into heaven and 

was turned away from the devil 

because of his tricky ways. So 

he was set off to wander the 

world looking for a resting 

place. For light Stingy Jack 

used a burning coal ember in a 

hollowed out turnip. When the 

Irish immigrated to the US 

during the Great Potato Famine 

of 1845-1850, they found that 

turnips were not as readily 

available like they were in the 

homeland. So they started 

carving pumpkins as a        

replacement for their tradition. 

- On Halloween, Irish peasants 

would beg the rich for food. For 

those that refused, they would 

play a practical joke. So, in an 

effort to avoid being tricked, 

the rich would hand out     

cookies, candy and fruit - a 

practice that morphed into trick

-or-treating today. 

- The ancient Celts thought that 

spirits and ghosts roamed the 

countryside on Halloween night. 

They began wearing masks and 

costumes to avoid being     

recognized as human. 

- Tootsie rolls were the first 

wrapped penny candy in   

America. 

- Of all the candy sold annually, 

one quarter of it is sold during 

Halloween time. 

- The number one candy choice 

for Halloween is Snickers. 

- In the movie ñHalloweenò the 

mask worn by Michael Myers is 

actually the mask of William 

Shatner painted white. 

- The official Orange and Black 

colors of Halloween came from 

the orange associated with the 

harvest and black symbolizing 

darkness and death. 

- There are no words in the 

dictionary that rhyme with 

ñorangeò. 

How about that “other”  Washington? 

There is a Health Care IT bill in 

the Senate right now, S 1693, 

and Operation Shout on the 

NAHU website has an action 

alert. I urge you all to click on 

it now and urge our Senators to 

take action. 

Of course this is an election 

year in Washington DC as well. 

Donôt forget to vote. Whenever 

possible donate your time to 

helping candidates friendly to 

our issues and industry. They 

are always grateful for anything 

you can do. Stop by the     

campaign headquarters and 

just man the phones for a few 

hours, knock on doors, put up 

signs, there is no shortage of 

work to be done. 

Contact your legislative chairs 

to discuss how we can organize 

something in your area. 

Click here to learn about where 

the candidates stand on our 

issues. 

Well, the Mental Health Parody 

bill that NAHU supported as 

being the least damaging,  

finally passed as part of the 

recent massive bail out bill. It 

only applies to groups of 51+ 

and does not mandate        

coverage, just says that if   

coverage is offered it must be 

offered the same as for other 

doctor visits. There are more 

details, check out the HR 1424 

on the congressional website 

for details. 
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The best pumpkin I ever 
carved. 
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Get involved before it is too late. 

http://capwiz.com/nahu/home/
http://nahu.capwiz.com/election/home/
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c110:H.R.1424:


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Washington Individual Health Insurance Agents – At last, you and your clients have a choice! 

 

Assurant Health, a company you can count on. 

Expertise 

Roots trace back to 1892. 

In business longer than any of our competitors. 

Nearly a million customers nationwide. 

Strength 

Consistently rated A-(Excellent) by A.M. Best*. 

Outstanding ability to meet financial obligations. 

Part of Assurant, a Fortune 500 company. 

A.M. Best rates Time Insurance Company A- (Excellent) ð A.M. Best Ratings. and Analysis, June 2007. 

Commitment 

Health insurance is our business. 

Health Savings Account leader and innovator. 

 

The Assurant Health Individual Medical Plans Advantage 

Plans designed to give you a competitive advantage. 

Available in all Washington counties. 

On-line quoting and application submission. 

Competitive rates and commissions. 

Easy to do business with. 

 

Individual Medical Plans designed to appeal to a variety of prospective clients with: 

3 PPO health plans ï Catastrophic, Comprehensive and H.S.A. (Health Savings Account) 

2 outpatient prescription drug plans. 

Dental-vision discount plan. 

Patient Care ï Clients call it their Cost and Quality Advocate, agents call it ñCustomer Careò. 

 

Assurant Health products are designed to give your clients security and peace of mind. Some standard features of all the Individual Medi-

cal products include: 

Initial rate guarantees-Premium rate locked in for the first 12 months. 

Worldwide coverage, 24 hours a day - nearby or far from home ð your clients are covered. 

No referrals necessary to see a specialist-Clients donôt have to jump through hoops when they need a specialistôs 

care ð they simply make an appointment. 

High lifetime maximums. - Up to $6 million lifetime benefits means quality protection. 

Included $2,000 first-dollar Accident Benefit.  - We pay the first $2,000 of accident expenses per accidentðeven if cli-

ent hasnôt yet met deductible. 

Included office visit copays - Help clients know their costs before network doctor visits. Up to 4 times per year per cov-

ered person. 

Outpatient prescription drug plans provide protection against rising drug costs 

We offer two plans: As the name indicates, the Assurant Basic 500 offers basic protection, with an annual 

benefit max mum of $500 while the Assurant Select 5000 offers high level of benefits, with an annual benefit 

maximum of $5,000. These plans are their own policieséthey are completely separate from medical coverage 

and are subject to underwriting However, clients who qualify for Assurant Catastrophic plan automatically 

qualify for Assurant Basic 500 

 

As a Washington life and health insurance agent you may either appoint directly with Assurant Health as your own General Agent/Personal 

Producing General Agent by contacting Steve Dodder, CLU / Regional Sales Director, or you may become appointed as a writing agent or 

broker through any one of the already existing or new Assurant Washington General Agents. 

Sincerely, 

Steve Dodder, CLU 

Regional Sales Director for AK, CO, ID, Mt, WA & WY 

800-462-8463, ext. 2 

steve.dodder@assurant.com 

www.assuranthealth.com 

mailto:steve.dodder@assurant.com
http://www.assuranthealth.com/


12 values to rate. In my  

particular group, a           

chiropractor took the lead 

and the most important value 

became ñchoice of doctorsò. 

Having affordable health care 

and prescription drugs was 

another popular choice, as 

was coverage for everyone. I 

found it interesting that only 

1 person out of 150 wanted 

government oversight. 

After attending this meeting 

and having discussed with 

many of you how other meet-

ings were conducted 

throughout the state, I think 

the agenda in Vancouver was 

much different. We were able 

to speak up and get in front 

The Healthy Washington  

Coalition meeting was held in 

Vancouver Tuesday,        

September 23rd. Five NAHU 

agents attended the meeting. 

We counted approximately 

150 attendees. 

The meeting was conducted 

by Robbie Stearns with   

several speakers but no  

testimonials although there 

was one on the agenda. The 

rest of the program was an 

open discussion. The       

attendees broke into small 

groups and discussed what 

they considered were the 

most important points of 

Health Care Reform. We were 

given a list of approximately 

of the group. 

The agents that attended 

also gave a report of the 

meeting at the Tri-County 

AHU Symposium on      

Thursday, September 25th. 

We all agreed that one thing 

the Healthy Washington  

Coalition was accomplishing 

was building a massive data 

base with names and email 

addresses. They also handed 

out petitions for those in 

attendance to get others to 

sign and add their email  

addresses.  

Stay tuned... 

Nancy Thompson           

President, WAHU 

Nancy Thompson 

WAHU Code of Ethics: 

To hold the selling, service and administration of health insurance and related products and services 

as a professional and public trust and do all in my power to maintain its prestige. 

To keep paramount the needs of those whom I serve. 

To respect my clientôs trust in me, and to never do anything which would betray their trust or      

confidence. 

To give all service possible when service is needed. 

To present policies factually and accurately, providing all information necessary for the issuance of 

sound insurance coverage to the public I serve. 

To use no advertising which I know may be false or misleading. 

To consider the sale, service and administration of health insurance and related products and       

services as a career, to know and abide by the laws of any jurisdiction Federal and State in which I 

practice and seek constantly to increase my knowledge and improve my ability to meet the needs of 

my clients. 

To be fair and just to my competitors, and to engage in no practices which may reflect unfavorably 

on myself or my industry. 

To treat prospects, clients and companies fairly by submitting applications which reveal all available 

information pertinent to underwriting a policy. 

To extend honest and professional conduct to my clients, associates, fellow agents and brokers, and 

the company or companies whose products I represent. 

WAHU President’s report 

We’re on the web: 

www.WAHU-Online.org 

http://www.WAHU-Online.org

